From: " Angela Hays' <AHays@nfhs.org>
Date: Fri Feb 4, 2005 7:18:07 AM US/Pacific
Cc: "Kent Summers' <ksummer s@nfhs.org>
Subject: 2005 Boys L acrosse Rule Inter pretation

It hascometo our attention that a situation existsin the sport
of Boys L acrosse that presents a potential risk to defensive
players. If agoalie' s stick becomes broken during the cour se of
a game, thegoalieisinstructed by the official to leave the field
to replace his crosse. In some instances, play continuesif the
team has no timeouts left or the goalie doesn't call a timeout.
With play continuing in the goali€'s absence, defensive players
are covering the crease and potentially blocking shotswith
their chests without proper protective equipment.

Based on the potential risk situation that this could present, the
NFHS isissuing the following rule inter pretation under Rule 4-
27-1:

Play should be suspended immediately if the goalie’s stick or
any of the other required goalie's equipment becomes broken
or disodged.

Because of thisinterpretation, the following situation should be
added to the NFHS Boys L acr osse Case Book:

Situation: During the cour se of a game, the goalie's crosse
becomes broken. Ruling: The official shall suspend the game
immediately and instruct the player in question to correct the
situation. There shall be no penalty assessed. (Rule 4-27-1)

Editor'snote: If the goalie or any other team member should
do anything to purposely break any required goalie equipment
to stop play, it shall be considered unsportsmanlike conduct
and should be penalized appropriately under Rule 5-9.

Please communicate thisinter pretation to lacr osse officials and
lacr osse officials associations within your state so that these
situations will be handled properly for the upcoming 2005
boy’ s lacr osse season. We have attached a copy of this memo
for your convenience.

Thank you for your assistance.



Kent Summers
Assistant Director

<<Goalie's Stick situation to Ex dir.doc>>



